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with the cost of living, a preoccupation that was to pursue him
through the rest of his life, had begun.
Towards the end of the year, and after eight months of
considerable painting activity, Gauguin found himself at the
point where the money that he had saved had been almost
entirely spent. He was still completely unsuccessful at selling
his pictures* His father, after the coup d'etat:, had turned to his
wife's relations and so also now he determined to visit
Copenhagen and trust that his wife's family, through their
connections, would be able to find him an occupation that
would allow him to earn his living, and at the same time to
paint also* Mette was in favour of this move and encouraged
her husband to make it.
Before leaving France a firm of awning-makers made Gauguin
their Danish representative. He counted on obtaining contracts
from the Danish railways as well as from private persons,
Mctte and three of their children went by an earlier boat
from Havre to Copenhagen, while Gauguin followed with the
two other children a few days Inter.
Gauguin was not a success with the Danes. The relinquishing
of his profitable work as an Exchange broker in Paris had
already placed him in a vulnerable position with his wife's
family, and his failure to secure any orders for sun blinds in
the Danish capital further lowered him in their estimation*
For the first time he was at the financial mercy of, to him,
unsympathetic people, and the effect on his character was not
to sweeten it. Detesting, as he did, the chief characteristics of
the French bourgeoisie, the same tendencies in a nordic setting,
stiffened by an un-Gallic prudery, made him even less tolerant.
His temper quickened, although his underlying patience
remained untouched* After an unsuccessful visit to a Copen-
hagen business man, who had finally refused him an order for
his blinds and doubtless qualified in Gauguin's mind for the
category of iml&ile, he had ^Jhie misfortune to find a glass of
water at his hand and to throw this at his unwilling client's
head* His reputation as a man with whom it was possible to